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Christian Faith                                                           Key Stage 1 
 

Key Question 1:  Why are these words special?   
        
 

 
Most pupils will be expected 
to: 

  
Suggested areas of study 

  
Links and suggested activities 

 Show awareness of the Bible as 
a special book for Christians 

- Learn to name *Jesus and 
some other key figures in 
Christianity 

 Hear and respond to stories 
about God  from the Christian 
Bible 

 

  Hear some stories of *Jesus’ life, 
and some stories *Jesus told. 
Talk about what they mean and 
why they are special 

 
 Look at Old Testament stories 

which explore the ides that God 
created, cares for and loves 
people: eg creation, the baby 
*Moses, *Samuel 

 

  Retell or dramatise a story from 
Jesus’ life eg Jesus’ birth 

 
 
 
 Retell or dramatise a story which 

shows how God cares for and 
loves people 
 

 
 
Assessment 

  
Skills and attitudes 

  
Cross curricular links 

AT1:  I can…retell a story (Level 1), 
some stories (Level 2) from the 
Christian Bible. 
- Name some people in the 

stories, such as *Moses, 
*Samuel or *Jesus 

 
 
AT2:  I can…talk about how I feel 
when listening to a story from the 
Bible (Level 1). 
 

  Interpretation 
 Reflection 
 SEAL 

  English 
 Drama 
 PSHCE 
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Christian Faith                                                             Key Stage 1 

Key Question 2:  Why are some places special? 
 
 
Most pupils will be expected 
to: 

  
Suggested areas of study 

  
Links and suggested activities 

 Show an awareness that some 
places are special including some 
places that are special to them 

  Talk about special places which 
they visit with their family, and 
special places where they go to 
be alone eg to think or to find 
peace and quiet.  

    Suggest why these places are     
    special , talk about what these  
    places mean to them 

  Bring in photographs or draw 
their own special places and 
draw their own face in this place, 
conveying the emotions they feel 
there. Talk about why these 
places are special eg feelings 
and memories connected with 
them and what happens there 

 Create a display of special 
places 

 Recognise that some places are 
special for Christians including 
church, chapel … 

  Recognise what a Christian place 
of worship looks like inside and 
out and how this reflects that it is 
a Christian place of worship 

  Watch a video about a church 
and its activities or visit a church 
and interview a vicar, minister, 
church worker or other Christian  
-  visit a church’s interactive 
web-site 

 Show an awareness that a 
church/Christian place of 
worship is used for gathering, 
worshipping and celebrating 
together including during festivals 

  Ask questions about what takes 
place inside a church and other 
Christian places of worship 

 Respond sensitively to 
expectations about how to behave 
in a place of worship eg quietly, 
with respect, with reverence if 
appropriate 

  Visit a church/Christian place of 
worship, and find a quiet place to 
be still in. Write feelings poems 
or senses poems about the 
experience 

 Link with Key Question 4 
‘Special Times’ 

 Show an awareness of some 
special items, furniture used in 
churches/other Christian places 
of worship 

  Identify special features that may 
be found in a Christian place of 
worship eg Altar, Pulpit, Chalice, 
stained-glass windows, spire and 
suggest meanings for some of 
these features 

  Experience relaxation and 
reflection techniques using 
candles, Christian music, 
incense 
- Look at special items found in 

a Christian place of worship 
and ask questions about how 
they are used 

- Draw a special object, found 
in a Christian place of worship 
and suggest its meaning for 
Christians 

 Make models of Christian places 
of worship and draw and name 
the key features 
- Look at pictures of different 

Christian places of worship 
and focus on their shape, 
patterns, interior and exterior. 
Ask questions about what 
makes each building 
recognisable as a Christian 
place of worship 

 

 
Assessment 

  
Skills and attitudes 

  
Cross curricular links 

AT1:  I can… identify a Christian 
place of worship as a place which is 
special for Christians (Level 1) and 
suggest some reasons why it is an 
important place (Level 2/3). 
AT2:  I can … respond sensitively to 
the feelings Christians have in a 
Christian place of worship by 
thinking about a special place of my 
own  (Level 2). 

  Stillness 
 Interpretation 
 Evaluation 
 Listening 
 Reflection 
 SEAL 

  Art 
 English 
 PSHCE 
 ICT 
 History 
 Geography 
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Christian Faith                                                             Key Stage 1 

Key Question 3:  How can faith contribute to  
                             Community Cohesion? 
    
 

 
Most pupils will be expected 
to: 

  
Suggested areas of study 

  
Links and suggested activities 

 Show awareness of how the 
teachings of *Jesus influence the 
ways in which Christians live and 
look for evidence of Christianity in 
the local community eg 
churches, charity shops, 
graveyards, place names, history, 
war memorials with 
scripture/prayers 

  Suggest meaning in stories about 
*Jesus which show him helping 
and caring for others 

 identify features in their local 
environment which show a 
Christian presence or influence 

  Explore a story about *Jesus 
which shows him helping and 
caring for others eg  -  the 
healing of Jairus’ daughter (Mark 
5:21-43) 

 Ask questions and respond 
sensitively to these stories 
through: 
- Songs and actions 
- Role play identifying and 

talking about characters’ 
actions 

 Mark local places of Christian 
worship on a map of the area 
- Go for a walk to find 

evidence of Christian faith 
eg war memorials, charity 
shops, places of Christian 
worship 

 
 Identify some of the key Christian 

values which influence how 
Christians live their lives 

 

  Talk about key Christian values 
eg 

- Caring for and thinking 
about others 

- Co-operating with others 
- Loving and being loved 
- Forgiving and being 

forgiven 
- Telling the truth 
- Keeping promises 
- Being honest 
- Loving the sad and 

unpopular 
 

  Explore the life of a famous 
Christian whose life has been 
influenced by *Jesus’ teaching, 
and recognise the values of this 
person 

  

 Begin to recognise that Christians 
express their faith through the 
way they treat others, eg 
engaging in charity work 

  Think about Christian giving and 
people who help us 

  Use the internet to find out about 
the local and global work of a 
Christian charity eg Cafod; Traid 
Craft; Christian Aid; Save the 
Children, Samaritan’s Purse 
(shoeboxes at Christmas) or 
Children’s Society (Christingle) 

 Invite local charity 
representatives to talk about 
their work and its Christian 
background 

 
 Begin to recognise how 

Christians worship God 
 

  Choose songs and prayers that 
reflect your own feelings 

 

  Read some children’s prayers 
which are about saying thank 
you and saying sorry 
- Make up their own prayers 

for a Christian to use 
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Christian Faith                                                             Key Stage 1 
 

Key Question 3 contd:  How can faith contribute to  
                                    Community Cohesion?    
    
 
 
Most pupils will be expected 
to: 

  
Suggested areas of study 

  
Links and suggested activities 

 Identify some of the feelings 
associated with worship for 
Christians, and recognise 
similar feelings of their own 

 

  Identify some songs, which might 
be sung in Collective Worship or 
in a Christian place of Worship 

 

  Create or choose music to 
accompany a special event, and 
create dance or movement to go 
with it. Talk about how this feels 
and recognise that music in 
worship helps Christians to have 
certain feelings 
 

 Identify rules and begin to 
recognise why we have them eg 

- At home 
- At school 
- In our community 

 

  Talk about ways in which, as 
individuals and as a class, they 
care for each other, and 
recognise and reflect on their own 
actions and behaviour 

  Identify and record classroom 
codes of behaviour 
- Identify promises they have 

made and kept or broken 
- Recognise times when they 

have felt let down and talk 
about what it might mean to 
forgive 

 
 
 
 

 
Assessment 

  
Skills and attitudes 

  
Cross curricular links 

AT1:  I can…give examples of 
where Christianity can be seen in 
my community (Level 2) and talk 
about some of the ways Christians 
worship God (Level 3). 
 
AT2:  I can…talk about my own 
experiences of caring and being 
cared for (Level 2). 
 

  Interpretation 
 Research 
 Evaluation 
 SEAL 
 

  ICT 
 PSHCE 
 Geography 
 Drama 
 Art 
 Music 
 English 
 

 



  
                                                                                                                                                                         Christian Faith  73 
 

 
Barnsley Local Agreed Syllabus                                                                                                                                             © BMBC 2010 

Christian Faith         Key Stage 1 
 

Key Question 4:  Why are some times special? 
       
 

 
Most pupils will be expected 
to: 

  
Suggested areas of study 

  
Links and suggested activities 

 Recognise that some times of the 
year are special to Christians 

 
 
 

  Identify the way in which some 
festivals are celebrated eg 
- Christmas 
- Easter 
- Harvest 
 

  Talk about their own special 
times eg a holiday, a special 
visit, and draw and write about 
these 
- Learn about the stories 

behind special times for 
Christians.  Express their 
meaning for Christians 
through eg 

- Art work 
- Role play and music 
- Making cards 
- Playing seasonal games 
- Making seasonal food 
 

 Identify with some of the feelings 
Christians have at these times 
through responding to their own 
experiences of special times 

 
 
 

  Identify and suggest the meaning 
of some Christian festivals and 
family customs associated with 
these times 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Find out about: 
- What happens in Christian 

places of worship at these 
times? 

- What happens in some 
families at these times? 

 
 
Assessment 

  
Skills and attitudes 

  
Cross curricular links 

AT1: I can…identify a time which is 
special for Christians (Level 1) and 
suggest some reasons why it is an 
important time (Level 2). 
 
AT2:  I can…think about a special 
time of my own (Level 1). 
 
AT2: I can…respond sensitively to 
the feelings Christians have at 
special times (Level 2). 
 

  Reflection 
 Interpretation 
 SEAL 

  Design and Technology 
 English  
 Drama 
 History 
 PSHCE 
 Art  
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Christian Faith               Key Stage 1 
 

Key Question 5:  What can be learnt from the lives  
                             of significant people of faith? 
        
 

 
Most pupils will be expected 
to: 

  
Suggested areas of study 

  
Links and suggested activities 

 Begin to recognise that Christians 
learn from special people at 
Christian places of worship eg  a 
vicar, priest or minister, youth 
or children’s leaders, as well as 
from friends and family, who are 
also Christians 

 
 
 

  Identify the people who are 
special to them eg people who: 
- Offer help and advice 
- Can be turned to and relied on 
- Teach by their own example 
- Have authority 
These people could include family 
members, teachers, friends, 
people met through hobbies or at 
a place of worship 

 

  Show photos or draw pictures of 
the people who are special to 
them, making a display 
- Talk about why these people 

are special eg remembering 
something which has been 
learned from them, and how 
this is marked 

 

 Recognise that some roles give 
people an important place in a 
group 

 
 
 

  Show awareness of why these 
people are special and how this is 
expressed and responded to 
- Suggest why key people might 

be important to Christians 
 

  Invite a special person such as a 
headteacher or governor to talk 
about their role 
- Look at pictures of important 

people in Christianity eg. 
- Priest 
- Bishop 
- The saint a local Church is 

named after 
- Talk about what these figures 

do and why they are 
important to Christians 

- Talk about how Christians 
show that these people are 
important 

 
 Respond sensitively to the ways 

in which some people have 
special roles and set an example 
to Christians about how they 
could live 

 
 
 

  Respond sensitively to different 
ways in which this is expressed in 
Christianity eg special clothes for 
a priest or minister, listening to 
sermons, respectful behaviour, 
special titles 

  Invite a local priest or minister or 
vicar to bring and show special 
vestments or objects which mark 
his or her role 

 
 
Assessment 

  
Skills and attitudes 

  
Cross curricular links 

AT1: I can…suggest why some 
people are important for Christians, 
(see above) and give an example of 
their role (Level 2). 
 

  Reflection 
 Interpretation 
 SEAL 

  PSHCE 
 English 
 Art 

AT2: I can…suggest some of the 
qualities special people have and tell 
you about someone who is special 
to me because they have these 
qualities (see suggested areas of 
study)  
(Level 3). 
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Christian Faith              Key Stage 1 
 

Key Question 6:  How do I and others feel about life  
                             and the universe around us? 
       

 
Most pupils will be expected 
to: 

  
Suggested areas of study 

  
Links and suggested activities 

 Respond sensitively to Christian 
ideas about God as creator 

 
 

  Recognise feelings of awe and 
wonder at the natural world 

 

  Look at photographs showing 
examples of natural beauty eg 
mountains, lakes, forests, 
animals and insects, a new 
baby, people from a wide variety 
of cultures.  Look at the picture 
on the internet taken by the 
Hubble telescope of events in 
outer space.  Write creatively 
about the feelings these inspire 
- Go on a nature trail and find 

natural objects which interest 
or intrigue to talk about and 
display (they could be asked 
to find something green, 
something blue, something 
brown, something living, 
something dead etc…) 

- Talk about examples of 
people spoiling natural 
features of the world, and 
look at the work of an 
environmental agency eg 
Greenpeace 

 
 Suggest what the Genesis 

creation stories might mean for 
Christians caring for the 
environment 

 
 

  Suggest meanings from the 
Genesis creation stories 
- Begin to recognise Christian 

beliefs about God arising from 
these stories eg 

- God as creator 
- God as caring for all living 

things 
- God as all-powerful 

 

  Watch a video of the Genesis 
creation stories and create 
drama or artwork based on it 
- Talk about what creation 

stories tell Christians about 
God and about people and 
the world 

 Ask questions about the wonder 
of the natural world and about 
what makes living things – 
including themselves – special 

 
 
 

  Begin to recognise key Christian 
teaching arising from creation 
stories eg 
- Equality 
- Responsibility for each other 

and the environment 
- The natural world as special 

  Invite a parent to bring their new 
baby to meet the class.  They 
could talk about what ‘the 
miracle of birth’ means to them 
- Read a fictional book such as 

‘You are Very Special’ by Su 
Box and talk about its 
message:  What makes ‘me 
special? 

     What makes you special? 
- Explore a sense of self 

through  
     writing 10 sentences starting 

‘I am….’ 
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Christian Faith               Key Stage 1 
 

Key Question 6 contd:  How do I and others feel about life  
                                    and the universe around us? 
          
 
 
 
 
 

 
Assessment 

  
Skills and attitudes 

  
Cross curricular links 

AT1: I can… suggest two things 
which Christians believe because of 
the stories about God creating the 
world (Level 2). 
 
AT2: I can… talk about my own 
reactions to people , animals and 
things in the natural world and talk 
about how I would like them to be 
treated (Level 3). 
 

  Reflection 
 Interpretation 
 SEAL 

  Science  
 PSHCE 
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Christian Faith        Key Stage 2 
 

Key Question 1:  Why are these words special? 
        

 
Most pupils will be expected 
to: 

  
Suggested areas of study 

  
Links and suggested activities 

 Suggest how stories from the 
Bible might be used by 
Christians to explain some of 
life’s questions 

 
 
 
 

  Recognise that the Bible is a 
‘library’ of books written at 
different times by different people, 
and that some of the accounts in 
it convey important Christian 
beliefs 

  Create timelines marking key 
dates and events in the history of 
the Bible eg 
- Different translations; 
- The role of monks and 

monasteries 
- The first printing press 
- Talk about examples of 

different kinds of writing 
which can be found in the 
Bible eg letters, history, 
prophecy, myth. 

- Talk about their own 
favourite books and stories 
and why these feel 
important 

- Look at artwork connected 
with the Bible eg ‘the 
Lindisfarne Gospels’ 

- Icons, Celtic decorative 
designs 

- Make their own decorated 
manuscript for a passage 
from the Bible, and design 
a front plate to incorporate 
symbols which give clues to 
its content 

 Describe where the Bible comes 
from 
- Describe the impact of the 

Bible on Christians 
 

 
 
 

  Make links between the events 
and people which appear in the 
Bible and consider the Christian 
view that it is a record of human 
faith and God’s intervention in 
human history 

  Watch a video or read some 
stories from the Bible, describe 
their impact on Christian belief 
eg 
- The story of *Abraham and 

the concept of ‘covenant’ or 
agreement between God 
and people (Genesis 11- 
25)  

- The story of *Moses and 
the belief that God saves 
(book of Exodus) 

- The story of *Jesus and 
the belief that God is loving 
like a parent (Gospels) 

 

 
 
Assessment 
AT1:  I can …make links between 
some stories, history and artwork 
connected with the Bible and some 
beliefs which are important to 
Christians (Level 3). 
AT2: I can … apply the idea that the 
Bible is important to Christians to 
my own responses to stories which 
are important to me (Level 3). 
 

  
Skills and attitudes 
 Interpretation 
 Enquiry 
 SEAL 

  
Cross curricular links 
 Art 
 History 
 English 
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Christian Faith                                                            Key Stage 2 

Key Question 2:  Why are some places special?   
       
 
Most pupils will be expected 
to: 

  
Suggested areas of study 

  
Links and suggested activities 

 Suggest why: 
- Some places are special 
- The Christian place of 

worship is a special place 
for Christians 

 
 
 

  Make links between the internal 
and external features of different 
Christian places of worship in 
the locality, describing the 
similarities and differences 
- Describe the similarities and 

differences between old and 
new styles of Christian 
buildings, using local 
examples wherever possible 

 

  Make models of churches from 
two different denominations, or 
draw a ground plan, labelling 
and describing the key 
similarities and differences 
- Talk and write about how 

an empty room could be 
shared by two different 
Christian denominations 
for worship and what 
changes or adaptations 
might each denomination 
want to make? 

- Look at Internet images of 
places of worship from 
around the world, in 
different cultures. Describe 
their similarities and 
differences and suggest 
why these might be 

 Describe the impact of special 
places on Christians and what 
inspires and influences Christians 
as they gather together to 
worship and celebrate 

  Describe what inspires those who 
go to a Christian place of 
worship and those who lead 
- Suggest answers to 

questions about the way 
Christians worship eg Why 
do you think Christians kneel 
to pray? 

  Devise a questionnaire to 
discover why people go to a 
Christian place of worship and 
what their favourite aspects of 
worship are 

 Use religious vocabulary to 
explain why these places are 
special for Christians and show 
understanding of some of the 
artefacts used in Christian 
worship 

  Make links between a place’s 
history and Christian feelings 
about the place today 

 Use religious vocabulary to show 
understanding of key artefacts 
and objects used in some 
Christian worship eg 

- Altar or communion table 
- Processional cross 
- Vestments 
- Candles as a symbol of 

light 
- Musical instruments such 

as the organ, guitars, music 
groups and choirs 

 

  Look at pictures and a map and 
find out about the story behind a 
place which is special for many 
Christians:  
- Lindisfarne (Holy Island) 
- Iona 
- Canterbury 
- Walsingham 
- York 
- Lourdes 
- Jerusalem 
- Bethlehem 

 Imagine they are a Christian 
visiting this place, and write 
creatively about how they feel, 
what they can see and what the 
experience means 

 Use artefacts found in Christian 
worship as the basis for 
reflective work on the feelings 
these might inspire in Christians 
eg a variety of crosses and the 
messages and beliefs they 
convey 
- Listen to a variety of 

Christian music from 
different traditions and 
cultures, describing how 
each might inspire 
Christians 
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Christian Faith                                                            Key Stage 2 
 

Key Question 2 contd:  Why are some places special?   
 

 
 
Assessment 

  
Skills and Attitudes 

  
Cross curricular links 

AT1  
 I can…describe a place which is 

special to Christians (Level 3) 
and tell you something about it 
which makes it special (Level 4). 

 I can…describe some differences 
and similarities between two 
churches (features and worship) 
(Level 4). 

 
AT2:  I can…describe how an object 
or a piece of music might inspire a 
Christian during worship (Level 4). 
 

  Stillness 
 Interpretation 
 SEAL 

  Art 
 Design and Technology 
 English 
 Geography 
 PSHCE 
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Christian Faith                                                            Key Stage 2 
 

Key Question 3:  How can faith contribute to  
                            Community Cohesion? 
       
 
Most pupils will be expected 
to: 

  
Suggested areas of study 

  
Links and suggested activities 

 Describe the impact of some of 
Jesus’ teaching on Christians 
today and how Christians 
demonstrate their belief in God 

 
 
 

  Make links between Jesus’ 
ethical teaching and the way in 
which Christians try to live 

 Make links between Christian 
beliefs about loving others and 
the work of Christians with those 
in need 

  Watch a video or read about 
Jesus’ teaching and explore its 
meaning through eg 
- Role play and drama 
- Artwork 
- Creative writing 
- Music 

 Describe incidents and 
experiences of their own in 
which Jesus’ teaching could 
have had an impact 

 Suggest how Christian places 
of worship care for people in 
need. 

 Describe ways in which 
Christianity reaches beyond 
home and Christian places of 
worship into the community eg 
through charity work 

 

  Investigate how Christian places 
of worship show care for their 
members and the wider 
community eg through community 
activities such as: 

- Carer and toddler groups 
- Children’s & Youth groups 
- Uniformed Groups 

(Scouting, Guiding, Boys 
Brigade, Girl’s Brigade, 
Church Lads Brigade) 

- Luncheon Clubs 
- ‘Drop In’ Centres 
 

  Talk about any ‘good deeds’ or 
community work pupils may 
have been involved in. What was 
involved and how did they feel? 
- Talk about the facilities for 

people which enrich 
community life and what 
difference these facilities 
make  -  they could write 
imaginatively about a town 
in which no one is provided 
for, and also write about 
‘My ideal town’ in which a 
sense of community thrives 

- Design a poster for a 
Christian place of 
worship called ‘St 
Perfects’, advertising the 
things this Christian place 
of worship does for the 
local community 

 Make links between Jesus’ 
teaching and the lives of 
inspirational Christians 

 Describe the values which 
influence Christians and apply 
the idea that people live 
according to key values in their 
own lives 

 

  Refer to examples of *Jesus’ 
teaching eg some Parables, the 
Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 
5-7), and apply this teaching to 
aspects of their own experience 

  Look at the lives of inspirational 
Christians, past and present, and 
describe why they are inspiring 
and how they have been 
influenced by Jesus’ teaching 
eg 
- Rev’d *James Hudson-

Taylor 
- Charles Wesley; 
- Dr *Thomas Barnardo 
- Mother *Teresa of 

Calcutta 
- Rev’d Dr *Martin Luther 

King Jnr 
 Make reference to the way 

different Christian denominations 
in their area express themselves 

 

  Refer to different Christian 
denominations in their locality to 
give examples of different forms 
of Christian expression 

 

  Conduct a case study of the 
community work of two local 
Christian places of worship of 
different denominations, 
researching using interviews with 
clergy, notice boards, 
newsletters and web-sites. How 
else is the building used 
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Christian Faith                                                            Key Stage 2 
 

Key Question 3 contd:  How can faith contribute to  
                                   Community Cohesion? 
       
 
 

 
Assessment 

  
Skills and attitudes 

  
Cross curricular links 

AT1:  I can…describe ways in which 
Christians put their beliefs into 
action by helping others, and tell you 
about the community work of 
different Christian places of 
worship in the locality   (Level 4). 
 
AT2:   
 I can…talk about times in my life 

when I have helped to care for 
others, or when people have 
helped to care for me (Level 3). 

 I can…talk about the sort of 
community events which I think 
are important in a place which 
feels good to live in (Level 4). 

 

  Interpretation 
 Analysis 
 SEAL 

  ICT 
 Art 
 Drama 
 Music 
 PSHCE 
 English 
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Christian Faith        Key Stage 2 
 

Key Question 4:  Why are some times special? 
       
 
Most pupils will be expected 
to: 

  
Suggested areas of study 

  
Links and suggested activities 

 Develop their understanding of 
major Christian festivals 

  Important events in the pupils’ 
year and why they are special 

  Talk about the significance of a 
special event in the year 

 Know there is a pattern to the 
Church’s year and identify the 
major Christian festivals 

 

  Remembering and celebrating 
Jesus: key events in Jesus’ life – 
their links with major Christian 
festivals 

  Design and produce a Christian 
calendar illustrating the major 
festivals and their link with 
events in the Christian story 

 Know and comment on some 
different ways in which Christians 
celebrate important festivals 

 

  The nativity Cycle: 
    Celebrating Advent 

Advent carols, ring, candle 
Celebrating Christmas 
Local celebrations, celebrating 
Christmas in other countries 
Different types of Christmas 
services, what happens, the 
symbolism, the customs and the 
stories behind them (e.g. St 
Nicholas) 
Epiphany.  The Wise Men 
 

  Illustrate or make a display of 
some symbols associated with 
Advent and describe what they 
represent 

 Describe how Christmas is 
celebrated in another country 

 Write about the visit of the Magi, 
from the perspective of one of 
the Wise Men 

 

 Sequence the events of Holy 
Week 

 

  The Easter Cycle: 
Lent – preparation for Easter 
Holy Week – the events, the ways 
in which they are commemorated/ 
celebrated by the Christian 
Church 

 Palm Sunday  
 Maundy Thursday, its link with 

celebrating Jesus’ last meal (The 
Passover), through Communion/ 
Good Friday/Easter Day 

  Make a diary of Holy Week 
 Use picture or drama or ‘Godly 

Play’ to explore the emotions 
and responses of characters in 
the Easter story 

 
 

 Demonstrate some awareness of 
other significant festivals 

 

  Ascension 
 Pentecost 

  Use drama to illustrate the 
stories 

 
 
Assessment 
AT1: I can …tell you about a 
Christian festival (Level 3) and 
describe why it is a special time for 
Christians (Level 4). 
 
AT2:  I can …talk about times when 
special things happened to me, and 
about how I felt (Level 3). 
 

  
Skills and attitudes 
 Interpretation 
 SEAL 

  
Cross curricular links 
 English  
 Geography 
 Drama 
 Art 

 



  
                                                                                                                                                                         Christian Faith  83 
 

 
Barnsley Local Agreed Syllabus                                                                                                                                            © BMBC 2010 

Christian Faith         Key Stage 2 
 

Key Question 5:  What can be learnt from the lives of  
                             significant people of faith? 
        
 

 
Most pupils will be expected 
to: 

  
Suggested areas of study 

  
Links and suggested activities 

 Describe the impact of key 
figures in Christianity 

 
 
 

  Describe the influence and impact 
of Jesus and Saint *Paul 

  Talk about any life changing 
experiences of their own and 
read about the conversion and 
work of Saint *Paul 

 Make links between these people 
and good leadership today 

 
 
 

  Make links between these figures 
and the influence they have had 
on more recent Christian leaders 
and inspiring people. 

  Talk about what makes a good 
and inspiring leader and about 
the qualities *Jesus showed.  
Who do they admire and why? 
- Find out about the work of 

other key Christian figures 
and explore how they were 
influenced by *Jesus, and 
what sort of qualities they 
possessed eg. 

- George Fox 
- Rev’d *John Wesley 
- Rev’d *Charles Wesley 
- *William Wilberforce, MP 
- *Elizabeth Fry 
- Rev’d *William Bowman 
- Rev’d Dr *Thomas Bowman 
    Stephenson 
- Dame *Thora Hird 
- *Roy Castle 
- *Jonathan Edwards 
- Famous Quaker families 

(Rowntree, Fry, Cadbury, 
Barclay, Lloyd etc). 

- Dana 
- Cliff Richard 
 

 
 
Assessment 

  
Skills and attitudes 

  
Cross curricular links 

AT1: I can…tell you about someone 
who was an inspiring Christian 
leader, and talk about what their 
influence and achievements were 
(Level 4). 
 
AT2: I can…identify the qualities I 
admire in people I respect (Level 5). 
 

  Analysis 
 Interpretation 
 SEAL 

  History 
 PSHCE 
 English 
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Christian Faith        Key Stage 2 
 

Key Question 6:  How do I and others feel about life  
                             and the universe around us? 
        
 

 
Most pupils will be expected 
to: 

  
Suggested areas of study 

  
Links and suggested activities 

 Identify some questions which 
are difficult to answer 

 
 
 

  Identify some ultimate questions 
e.g.  
- Does God exist? 
- Why do bad things happen to 

good people? 
- What happens when we die? 
- What is the purpose of life? 
 

  Think of questions beginning 
with ‘why?’ which are difficult to 
answer and talk about some of 
their own responses and 
experiences 

 Understand the role of story and 
metaphor in exploring difficult 
questions 

 
 
 

  Suggest answers to some of 
these questions based on their 
own experience and beliefs 

  Read some stories which 
address some of these questions 
and talk about how they feel eg. 
- Badger’s Parting Gifts by 

Susan Varley.(death and 
bereavement) 

- The Next Place by Warren 
Hanson (afterlife) 

- When the world was New 
by Alicia Gracia de Lynam 
(beginnings) 

- Stories to Make You Think 
by Heather Butler 
(Christian teaching linked 
to challenging life 
experiences of children) 

 
 Suggest answers to some difficult 

questions about life and the 
universe 

 
 
 

  Make links between these 
questions and some Christian 
beliefs which offer a response 

  Find out what answers 
Christians might give to some of 
these questions and make 
posters with words and pictures 
to convey a Christian view of life 
and the universe 

 

 
 
Assessment 

  
Skills and attitudes 

  
Cross curricular links 

AT1: I can…give three examples of 
‘Why’ questions about life and the 
universe which are difficult to 
answer (Level 5). 
 
 
AT2: I can…say what I think about 
two of these questions (Level 5). 
 

  Analysis 
 Interpretation 
 SEAL 

  Art 
 English 
 PSHCE 
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Christian Faith                                                            Key Stage 3 
 

Key Question 1:  Why are these words special?   
        
 

 
Most pupils will be expected 
to: 

  
Suggested areas of study 

  
Links and suggested activities 

 Give informed accounts of how 
the Bible has developed 

 

 Explain some reasons for the 
similarities and differences 
between the Gospels eg the oral 
tradition, the sources used by the 
authors of the Gospels and the 
audiences for whom they were 
written 

 

 Produce a dust jacket for a Bible 
using key information studies 
-    Develop a publicity campaign 

(eg posters, adverts on video 
camera) to introduce a new 
version of the Bible onto the 
market. How will we sell it to a 
Christian, an agnostic, and a 
member of another faith? 

 Evaluate the impact of different 
versions of the Bible on people’s 
lives 

 

 Explain the impact of the 
discovery of fragments of early 
scrolls as evidence of dating and 
accuracy 

 Nag Hammadi and Dead Sea 
Scrolls and their impact on 
evidencing Biblical stories. 
- Evaluate various versions of 

the Bible and how language 
differs so much 

 Could use websites to compare 
a passage from different 
versions. Students to write their 
own passage in ‘their’ language 
eg text language, Barnsley slang 
etc 

 Explain how different Christians 
use and interpret the Bible 

 

 Express insights into different 
ways in which Christians interpret 
the Bible eg liberal, conservative, 
literal, and different ways in which 
it is used eg ethical discernment, 
personal prayer, stories which 
convey the tenets of the faith 

 

 Interview a Christian eg a visiting 
member of the clergy or youth 
leader about what the Bible 
means to them 
- Look at different ways of 

interpreting a biblical text and 
discuss which is liberal, 
conservative, literal 

 

 
 
Assessment 

  
Skills and attitudes 

  
Cross curricular links 

AT1:  I can… give an informed 
account of how the Bible has 
developed and interpret the views of 
different Christians who use it (Level 
4/5). 
 
AT2:  I can… evaluate the 
significance of the Bible for a range 
of people and express insights into 
the different ways in which it is used 
(Level 6). 
 

  Application 
 Expression 
 Interpretation 
 Evaluation 
 SEAL 
 PLTs 

  History 
 English 
 ICT 
 Citizenship 
 Geography 
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Christian Faith                                                            Key Stage 3 
 

Key Question 2:  Why are some places special?   
        
 
 
Most pupils will be expected 
to: 

  
Suggested areas of study 

  
Links and suggested activities 

 Explain why Christians go on 
pilgrimages or go on retreats, and 
express insights into the sort of 
experiences these offer 

 
 
 
 

 Explain the impact of key places 
of pilgrimage for Christians eg 
- Lindisfarne (Holy Island) 
- Iona 
- Canterbury 
- Walsingham 
- York 
- Knock 
- Lourdes 
- Jerusalem 
- Bethlehem 

NB:  Care should be taken to use 
examples which are different from 
those pupils may have covered at 
Key Stage 2 
 Express insights into the 

experiences Christians may have 
during a pilgrimage or retreat 

 

 Watch a video or interview a 
Christian who has visited a place 
which is sacred for Christians. 
-  Look at pictures of two places 
   and talk about what happened  
   there and how the atmosphere  
   is enhanced today 
- Interview a Christian who has 

been on a retreat 

 Know the differences and 
similarities between different 
styles of Christian worship eg 
traditional such as some Anglican 
churches, and modern styles eg 
Pentecostal 

 Research a range of 
denominations and find out about 
their style of worship 

 Meet/interview a member(s) from 
different denominations. 

 Use worship CDs to compare 
styles of worship 

   Use excerpts of preaching CDs 
to compare styles 

   Use of video excerpts from 
services 

   Creation of leaflet inviting people 
to church and telling them what it 
is like 

   Write a letter to a friend 
imagining you have visited a 
place of worship and explain 
what the experience was like 

 
 Give informed accounts of the 

features of churches of different 
denominations, and express 
insights into the significance of 
these features 

 

 

 Research different Christian 
churches, local or online, 
evaluate the different ways in 
which they are used and express 
insights into the features which 
aid worship and create an 
atmosphere in each case 

 

 Visit three very different local 
churches and experience the 
atmosphere in each, indentifying 
features which help to create this 
atmosphere (or online tours) 

 Create a brief guide to a 
denomination of your choice and 
the importance of the key 
features of that denomination 
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Christian Faith                                                     Key Stage 3 
 

Key Question 2 contd:   Why are some places special?   
         
 
 

 
Assessment 

  
Skills and Attitudes 

  
Cross curricular links 

AT1  
I can… give an informed account of 
the features of churches from 
different denominations and 
explain how these are used in the 
worship of each church (Level 4/5). 
 
AT2:  I can… evaluate the 
worshipping needs of different 
Christians and say how a building 
could be adapted to meet these 
differing needs (Level 4/5). 
 

  Analysis 
 Interpretation 
 Evaluation 
 SEAL 
 PLTs 

  English 
 ICT 
 History 
 Music 
 Art 
 Geography 
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Christian Faith                                                            Key Stage 3 
 

Key Question 3:  How can faith contribute to Community  
                            Cohesion?  

       
 
Most pupils will be expected 
to: 

  
Suggested areas of study 

  
Links and suggested activities 

 Explain how Christians express 
their faith at key moments in life 
ie rites of passage 

 
 
 

  Explain the significance of 
Christian rites of passage 

  Visit a Church or interview a 
member of the clergy about rites 
of passage eg Baptism, first 
communion, confirmation, 
marriage, funerals. Consider 
which Christian beliefs are being 
expressed, and how, at these 
ceremonies.  Talk about how 
they express their own beliefs 
and values about life through 
actions and rituals 

 Demonstrate insights into ways in 
which Christians might express 
their faith in private and in public 

  Explain how Christians use some 
of *Jesus’ teaching to help them 
to make moral decisions eg 
- The greatest commandment 

(Matthew 22:34-40; Mark 
12:28-31) 

- The Sermon on the Mount 
(Matthew 5-7) 

- Parables eg 
- The sheep and the goats 

(Matthew 25:31-46); 
- The good Samaritan              

(Luke 10:25-37) 
- The lost sheep (Luke 15:1-7) 
- The prodigal son (Luke 15:11-

32) 
 Gain insights into the importance 

of public and private prayer for 
Christians, including the Lord’s 
Prayer as a motivating factor for 
Christian living 

  Discover what motivates 
Christians engaged in 
community work and link this 
with Christian beliefs and values: 
- How are these being 

expressed in practice? 
- How do pupils express their 

own beliefs and values in 
practical ways? 

- Assess the contribution 
made by Christian groups to 
community life eg write 
creatively about what the 
area would be like if all the 
churches and Christians 
disappeared 

 Drama of how Christians 
express their beliefs 
 

 Explain how people’s words and 
actions affect the way people see 
them and their ‘faith’ 

  Explain some key aspects of 
Christian belief eg 

- The Trinity; God as Creator 
and Father; The Incarnation 
in *Jesus; The work of the 
Holy Spirit; 

- Creeds (The Apostles’ Creed 
or the Nicene Creed) 

  Look at symbols which express 
some Christian concepts about 
God and *Jesus. Talk about how 
these beliefs might affect a 
Christian’s behaviour eg valuing 
the environment, seeing 
something of God in all people 

 How do these key beliefs 
translate into actions? – link to 
point 2 

 Give a critical and evaluative 
account of Christianity at work in 
the local/international community 

 

  Evaluate the work of local 
churches and Christian groups 
eg Salvation Army 

  Meet representatives from local 
churches who make a 
contribution to the community eg 
a community worker or youth 
leader 

 Find out about the work of a 
Christian charity or coalition and 
evaluate how far their work 
conveys their Christian 
commitment and values eg 
- Christian Aid; Cafod; 

Traidcraft; Trade Justice, 
Make Poverty History; NCH; 
Jubilee 2000 
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Christian Faith                                                            Key Stage 3 
 

Key Question 3 contd:  How can faith contribute to Community 
                                   Cohesion?  
 

      
 
 

 
Assessment 

  
Skills and attitudes 

  
Cross curricular links 

AT1:   I can… identify the main 
Christian beliefs and teachings and 
how these motivate Christians in 
their personal and community life 
(Level 4). 
 
AT2:  I can… critically evaluate my 
own beliefs and values and consider 
how actions in my life affect people 
close to me and the wider 
community (Level 6). 
 

  Investigation 
 Interpretation 
 Analysis 
 Evaluation 
 SEAL 
 PLTs 

  Citizenship 
 Geography 
 ICT 
 English 
 Drama 
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Christian Faith        Key Stage 3 
 

Key Question 4:  Why are some times special? 
       

 
 
Most pupils will be expected 
to: 

  
Suggested areas of study 

  
Links and suggested activities 

 Account for the beliefs, customs, 
events and experiences 
connected with some times which 
are significant for Christians eg 
Christmas, Lent to Easter or 
from Easter to Ascension and 
Pentecost considering their 
importance for believers and as 
secular celebrations 
- Evaluate the issues of 

commercialism and charity in 
connection with these times 

 

  Explain the religious and secular 
customs related to these times of 
year, and the original events on 
which these times are based 
- Express insights into the 

experiences of Christians at 
these times and the beliefs 
which are held and conveyed 

- Consider a range of theological 
interpretations of these stories 
eg the Crucifixion and 
Resurrection – concepts 
could include atonement, 
forgiveness, reconciliation, 
salvation 

 

  Interview a Christian about how 
these times of year are 
celebrated and why they are 
significant. Compare this with 
local secular events and media 
treatment of these times 
- Find out the meaning of key 

Christian concepts such as 
atonement, forgiveness, 
reconciliation, salvation, for 
Christians at Easter and for 
their own lives 

 
 

     Use DVD (Vicar of Dibley 
Christmas edition) to discuss the 
true meaning of Christmas 
compared to today’s secular 
view 

     Use of key media eg The Nativity 
to investigate Christmas 

     Discuss the meaning of Easter 
and make a model of *Jesus’ 
tomb 

     Set a Lenten task for students to 
fast for one week as homework 

 

 
 
Assessment 
 
AT1: I can … explain why the 
Easter period is important to 
Christians in terms of the beliefs 
they are expressing compared to the 
secular customs  
(Level 4). 
 
AT2:  I can … analyse how some of 
these beliefs are relevant to my life 
and experience (Level 5). 
 

  
Skills and attitudes 
 
 Interpretation 
 Evaluation 
 Application 
 Forgiveness 
 SEAL 
 PLTs 

  
Cross curricular links 
 
 English 
 Art 
 Design and Technology 
 ICT 
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Christian Faith                                                             Key Stage 3 
 

Key Question 5:  What can be learnt from the lives of 
                            significant people of faith?  
        
 
 
Most pupils will be expected 
to: 

  
Suggested areas of study 

  
Links and suggested activities 

 Give an analytical account of the 
life and work of a key Christian 
- Critically evaluate the 

contribution of this person to 
society 

 
 

  Find out about the life of one of 
the following Christians: 
- Mother *Theresa of Calcutta 
- Archbishop *Oscar Romero 
- *Cicely Saunders 
- Pope *John Paul ll 
- Rev’d Dr *Martin Luther King, 

Jnr 
- Archbishop *Desmond Tutu 
- John Sentemu 
- *Nicky Cruz 
- Corrie Tenboom 
- Nigel Benn 
 

  Find out about the life of an 
inspiring Christian and write their 
obituary or book review about 
them 
-   Create a class memorial to 

this person, making a display 
of images, words and items 
which will remind Christians 
about their life, work and 
achievements 

 

 Express insights into why this 
person might be an inspiration to 
other Christians 

  Consider what makes a person 
inspiring to others, and evaluate 
the contribution of the person 
studied to (i) wider society, (ii) 
Christianity 
- Bono 
- Jane Tomlinson 
- Stacey Orico 
- Leona Lewis 

  Consider what might make a 
Christian inspiring to others, and 
evaluate how far the character 
studied can be said to be 
‘inspiring’. Compare their 
qualities to popular secular 
heroes and consider the role of 
faith as a motivating factor for 
good work 

 
 
 
 

 
Assessment 

  
Skills and attitudes 

  
Cross curricular links 

AT1:  I can… present an analytical 
account of the life, work and 
achievements of a key Christian and 
explain why they might inspire other 
Christians today (Level 4). 
 
AT2:  I can…draw independent and 
informed conclusions as to what 
makes a person inspiring and 
evaluate the role of faith in 
motivating someone to inspire 
others (Level 5). 
 

  Analysis 
 Application 
 Interpretation 
 SEAL 
 PLTs 

  History 
 Citizenship 
 English 
 Art 
 ICT 
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Christian Faith                                                     Key Stage 3 
 

Key Question 6:  How do I and others feel about life and 
                             the universe around us?   
        
 

 
Most pupils will be expected 
to: 

  
Suggested areas of study 

  
Links and suggested activities 

 Interpret some philosophical 
arguments for and against the 
existence of God 

 
 
 

  Learn about some arguments for 
God’s existence, and the 
criticisms which may be made of 
them eg 
- The ontological argument 
- The cosmological argument 
- The teleological argument 
- The argument from religious 

experience 
- Learn about some 

arguments against God’s 
existence, and the criticisms 
which may be made of them 
eg 

- The problem of evil and   
suffering: 

- natural evil 
- moral evil 

 

  Create a display of two halves, 
one using pictures and objects 
which suggest God might exist, 
one using pictures and objects 
which suggest God might not 
exist 

 Find out what some philosophers 
have said about the existence of 
God, and what criticisms may be 
made of their arguments 

 Examine their own beliefs about 
the existence of God, and 
evaluate the reasons for their 
point of view 

 
 
 

  Express their own views on the 
existence of God, and the 
reasons they hold these views 

  Organise a class survey to find 
out the percentages of atheists, 
agnostics and theists in the 
group and hold a class debate 
about the evidence for and 
against the existence of God – a 
good title might be ‘We have a 
beautiful world, so there must be 
a wonderful God’ 

 
 Evaluate ideas of creation vs 

evolution 
 

 
 

  Express their own views on these 
‘theories’ and why they have such 
views 

  Use internet sources eg 
YouTube… Luis Giglio – How 
Great is our God tour (parts 1 to 
4/5) 

 Darwin – Origin of the Species 

 
 
Assessment 

  
Skills and attitudes 

  
Cross curricular links 

AT1:  I can… give one example of 
an argument for God’s existence, 
and one example against God’s 
existence, and tell you how each 
could be criticised 
(Level 6). 
 
AT2:  I can…present a reasoned 
argument about whether or not I 
believe in God, and why I hold that 
view, and tell you why someone else 
might believe something different 
(Level 6/7). 
 

  Analysis 
 Interpretation 
 Evaluation 
 Logical thinking 
 Discussion 
 SEAL 
 PLTs 

  ICT 
 Science 
 History 
 Art 
 English 
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VISITING A PLACE OF WORSHIP 
 
 
 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
 
 



 
94   Barnsley Local Agreed Syllabus 
 

                                                                                   

 
© BMBC 2010                                                                                                                                              Barnsley Local Agreed Syllabus 

 
 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
It is always advisable to: 
 
 Visit a place of worship prior to a class visit, if this is possible 
 Prepare pupils as much as possible prior to a visit 
 Obtain a risk assessment for the place of worship prior to a class visit 
 Check class limits  -  each place of worship may have a different class limit 
 
Donations 
 
Voluntary donations towards the upkeep of a place of worship are always appreciated. 
 
Contact Details 
 
Contact details for a variety of Interfaith Centres can be found on the LA RE website with recommendations 
from SACRE/school visits. 
 
 
Dress Code 
 
The requirements for visiting Churches vary widely.  Please check with the individual Church prior to the 
visit. 
Modest clothing should be worn. 
Men/boys  -  heads should not be covered.   Long trousers are required to be worn in some churches.  Short 
trousers worn by younger boys are usually acceptable. 
Women/girls  -  A modest top covering the upper arms is required in some churches.  Low necklines and 
crop tops are generally unacceptable. 
 
Behaviour 
 
 Respect the building as a place of worship.  It is regarded as special to the people who worship there 
 Mobile phones should be turned off whilst in the building 
 Photography is permitted at most times  -  there may be a small charge.  Flash photography is 

sometimes prohibited 
 Alcohol (apart from Communion wine) is not usually allowed to be consumed on the premises 
 Smoking is NOT allowed on the premises 
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