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Phonics at Shawtands Primary Schoot

At Shawlands Primary School, we are passionate about reading. We are
determined to ensure that our children develop a life-long love of reading
by being given the best possible start to their reading joumey. To enable
this, we follow the Read Write Inc phonics scheme, which is adapted to
suit the needs af our pupils. The information helow will give you an insight
n to how phonics is taught at Shawtlands and will help yow to- support
your child's reading at home.

If you have any further guestions after reading the information on this
page, please do not hesitate to contact owr phonics leaders Miss Laws (for

EYFS phonics) and Mrs Butterwood (for KST phonics).

What does RWI look like at Shawlands Primary Schoot?

From Nuwrsery through to Year 2, all children are taught phorics in small
groups. Phonics sessions happen first thing on a moming Monday~
Thursday for 30 minutes. At the end of each half term, children are
assessed to track and monitor their progress. From these assessments
children are grouped into stages, where they work with peers on the same
stage.

Below is a copy of the RWI speed, sound chart. The chart displays all of the
sounds that youwr child will learn through, owr phonics programme. We refer
to this daily in owr phonics teaching.
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Phonics in the Foundation Stage

We teach phonics first thing on a moming as we find that this is the time
when children are most focussed and engage best in their leaming. We are
passionate about enswring all children have the opportunity to become
confident and enthusiastic readers. We value reading and writing as a life
skill, and are dedicated to enabling owr pupils to- become lifelong

readers. Through a consistent and structured approach to phonics, pupils
will acquire phonic knowledge and build on previous leaming. They will
apply this knowledge when reading carefully matched texts.

Most children in Nursery follow Letters and Sounds Phase T when they, first
come to owr schoot, focussing om listening skills including listening for and,
distinguishing sounds i the erwironment. Initial letter sounds are
introduced. The staff use ‘Fred Talk daily with the children, with the
expectation that the children will begin to encode the words. Nursery staff
have phonic flashcards to introduce the letter picture, a phonic frieze and a
Fred the Frog toy.

In Phase 1 phonics, children are taught about:

Enwvironmental sounds

Instrumental sounds

Body percussion (e.g. clapping and stamping)
Rhythm and rhwyme

alliteration

\Voice sounds

Oral blending and segmenting (e.g. hearing that d-o-g makes
doy)

Typical activities for teaching Phase 1 phonics include 'listening walks,
playing and identifying instruments, action songs, leaming rhugmes and
playing games like I Spy. This phase is intended to develop childrervs
listening, vocabulary and speaking skills.

Reception and Nursery children are taught in their registration groups for
the first 5 weeks. There is then an assessment just before Autumn half term
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and children are then put into phonics groups according to the phonics
phase they are working at meaning that we have groups o mixed ages.
Miss Law, the EYFS phonics leader, assesses all EYFS children every halp
term and works closely with Mrs Butterwood, to regroup all EYFS and Key,
Stage 1 children. Our children move around the EYFS and Key Stage 1 and
get to know lots of staf) memhers and children. We believe that this way,
af working is very heneficial to our children and allows owr phonics groups
to be smaller and more focussed.
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What does a typical phonics session Llook like at
Shawtands?

Children are taught the sounds in 3 sets. They will learmn 1 new
sound from that set each day. During a typical phonics session,
children read ‘green words' with the new sound, in and will also
have a go at writing these too. To help children sound out green, BeP<@=@
words, we use ‘Fred Talk. We have a Fred the Frog puppet to help us
sound out words e.g. m-o-p, sh-o-p, ch-air. The following video is an
example of blending sounds with

Fred. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEzfpodsw._Q

On the green word, cards that we use in dass, a line is

placed under a phoneme that has more than one letter for "I'h|n
the corresponding grapheme (a digraph, or trigraph). A dot

ls placed under a phoneme that has only, one letter for the

corresponding grapheme. Click on the link below to- download a copy of all
af the green words that your child will learn throughout the RWI

programme.

(Green word, document here)

As part of our sessions, we also leam red words. These are .
words that are not easily decodable, so children should be Sald
asked to read them without blending. Click on the link below

to download a copy of all of the green words that your

child will learn throughout the RWI programme.

(Red words document here)

Depending on their stage of learming, some children then read a RWI
guided reading hook which is closely matched to the sounds they have
recently leamt. Twmmmmmwawmmmmm
home a RWI reading hook which is linked to the hook they are ln
phonics sessions. Children will follow the order listed helow. The
expectation is that all children will leave Year One as confident speedy
readers, ready to take on the challenges of Year Two. However, some
children may, need extra, support and your teacher will talk to- yow about
this. Try not to- worry, if your child is finding reading tricky, they will all get
there in their own time!



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEzfpod5w_Q
Green%20word%20cards.pdf
red-words.pdf
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Books Year Group Expectations
Red Ditty 1-10 Reception
Green 1-10 Reception
Purple 1-10 Reception
Reception/Year One

Orange 1-12 Year One
Year One

Blue 1-10 Year One
Grey 1-13 Year One

]

Set 1 Sounds are made up of the initial letters and are taught in the
Jollowing order together with, rhymes tohelp children form the letters
correctly and instantly, recognise sounds ready for blending. This set also
introduces 6 digraphs. A digraph is two letters that make one sound. In
school, we call these ‘special friends .

w
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Set 1

§

Rhyme

3

Maisie, mountain, mountain.

Around the apple, down the leal.

Slither down the snake

Round his bottom, up his tall neck and down to his feet.

Down the tower, across the tower,

Down Nohby and over his net.

Down the plait, up and over the pirates face.

Round the girs face, down her hair and give her a curl.

All around the orange.

Curl around the caterpillar.

Down the kangaroos body, tail and leg.

Down and under the umhrella, up to the top and draw a puddle.

CIE[F[CaR[e[s [T TP ]e

Down the laces, to the heel, round the toe.

Down the sterm and draw the leaves.

Lift off the top and scoop out the egg.

Down the long leg.

Down the horse's head to the hooves and over his hack.

Sh says the horse to the hissing snake.

Down the rohot's hack, then curl over his arm.

INEENE

Down his body, curl and dot.

Down a wing, up a wing.

Down a hom, up a horm and under the yaks head.

Down, up, down, up.

The princess in the tower is saved by the horse, thank youl

/igrzag, Zig.

The horse sneezes when the caterpillar's hairs get up his nose ch-ch-
choo.

Round the queen's head, up to her crown, down her hair and curl

Down the arm and leg and repeat the other side.

A thing on a string.

%58%8NS§°€<

I think I stink.
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At this stage we do not use the letter names and it is important that

sounds are pronounced in their pure form (‘mv not muh,'s

not ‘suhv, etc.)

Use the link below to support your pronunciation of sounds correctly.

https: //www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcahDUg/Q

To help yow practise at home, yow can print off a copy of the set 1 sounds
and thelr rhiymes on flashcards here:

(Insert set 1 flashcards document)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q
set-1-flashcards.pdf
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Set 2

After becoming confident with all of the sounds i set 1, children move on
to set 2. In set 2 they are taught the long vowel sounds. They are also
introduced to trigraphs (Where three letters make one sound)

Each sound has a corresponding phrase that we use to help the children
remember the sounds.

Set 2 sound Set 2 sound phrase
ay ay: may I play?
e ee: what can you see?
igh igh: Juy high

ow ow: hlow the snow
0o 00: poo at the zoo
0o oo: look at a hook
ar ar: start the car

or or: shut the door
air air: that's not fair
ur Ur: whirl and, twirl
ow ow: shout it out
oy oy: toy for a boy
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May I play? What can you see?

Birnmery

Shut the door

E,

Poo at the zoo

Whid and twirl Tey from a boy

That's not fair

To help yow practise at home, yow can print off a copy of the sounds and,
their rhymes on flashcards here:

(Insert set 2 flashcards document)



set%202%20flashcards.pdf
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Set 3

When children are very confident with all of set 1 and 2 they are taught set
3 sounds. This set introduces the children to altemative ways to pronounce
sounds they may have previously, heen taught. It also introduces the
children to split digraphs (where one sound splits the vowel and the final
e). In schoot, we call these ‘chatty friends

Set 3 sound. Set 3 sound phrase
e eai cup af tea

ol oi: spoil the boy

a-e a-e: make a cake

e L-e: nice smile

o-e o-e; phone home

u-e w-e: huge brute

W aw: yawn at dawrn
are are; care and share
wr wr: nurse with a purse
er er: hetter letter

ow ow: brown cow

ab al: snail in the rain
o oa: goat in a boat
oW ew: chew the stew

lre lre; fire, firel

ear ear: hear with your ear
we wre; swre ibs pure

tion tion: pay attention it's a celebration
tious scrumptious
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Nurse with a purse A better letter Brown cow Snail in the rain
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Chew and stew Hear with your ear

Swe 15 pure

To help yow practise at home, yow can print off a copy of the sounds and,
their rhymes here:

(Insert document)

Nonsense/ alien words

As well as leaming to blend real words

children will have plenty of opportunities to ‘
‘nonsense words' . These words will also

Jeature heavily, in the Year One Phonics
Screening check in the summer term.


RWI-Sound-mat-set-one.pdf
RWI-Sound-mat-set-one.pdf
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Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

In June, Year 1 children will take the Phorics Screening
Check. For the check, they will need to read 40 words
(20 real words and, 20 nonsense words). For more
detailed information about the phonics check, please click | hones sereening check
the following, link = [P
https://www.youtuhe.com/wuatch?v=LhKGLIPpoww, In, the g
spring term, we also hold a phomics screening check [ | (3 |
information meeting for parents to give more details oi
about what to expect and how to help prepare your
child.

Please follow this link for more information about the Phonics Screening
Check, which includes some sample test materials for youw to get an idea of
what the check involves.

https://www.gov.ur/ government/publications/ phonics-screening- check-
sample- materials- and- training-video

curriculom assesamants

Key stage 1

How can I help?

Parents are partners in their childrervs leaming. At Shawlands, we pride
owrselves on working closely, with parents to support youw to help your child
reading will help yowr child to get the best start possible. Each day your
child should come home wearing a sticker, which will tell you which sound,
they have learmt in phonics that day. Using the resources from this page,
yow could practise green words and alien words for the sound they have
leamt that day as well as reading their phonics reading hook.

Also, look out Jor owr phonics workshops, where we will show you how a
typical session is taught, share resources to help your child and answer
any questions you may have. We also run an information session in the
Spring term to tell yow all that yow need to know about the Year T Phonics
Screening Check.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LbKGLJPp6ww
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-sample-materials-and-training-video
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-sample-materials-and-training-video
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Useful websites for parents and children:

http:/ /www.ruthimiskin.com/ en/ parents/

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ - many games to play
http://www.bhc.co.uk/hitesize/ks1/ literacy/ phonics/play/ - fun games for
the children to play

http://www.ictgames.com/literacy.html - fun games for the children to
play

Key vocabulary,

Digraph — two letters that make one sound. In school, we call these
Trigraph - three letters that make one sound. In schoot, we call these
Split digraphs - where one sound splits the vowel and, the final ‘e’. E.g.
cake. We also call these chatty friends.

Phoneme - a unit of sound.

Grapheme — the way, we write a phoneme.

Segment — splitting a word up in to separate sounds (phonemes).
Blend - joining together the sounds (phonemes) to make a word.

Oral blending - a child hears the sounds and says the word, E.g. an adult
says c-a-t and the child can respond with ‘cat.


http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/phonics/play/
http://www.ictgames.com/literacy.html

